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Dothan Business Hall of Fame
The Beginning & Continuing Forward

If you were to look in the history book for the Dothan and Houston County 
area, you would be sure to find a vast manuscript filled with the names of 
individuals who have made a significant impact in the development of this 
area.

This list of names would incorporate those who have made such an impact 
by promoting the free enterprise system of entrepreneurship. Those who 
have spent a lifetime demonstrating civic leadership, philanthropy and 
humanitarianism toward their fellow citizens. 

Recognizing the importance of these individuals, the Dothan Area Chamber 
of Commerce and the Dothan Area Young Professionals proudly established 
the Dothan Business Hall of Fame in 2011. The Hall of Fame’s mission is to 
recognize the accomplishments and contributions of our area’s outstanding 
business leaders, to perpetuate and inspire values of entrepreneurial spirit, 
personal integrity and community leadership in all generations. This mission 
is achieved by honoring past and present business leaders and by inspiring 
the leaders of the future.

Publicly recognizing extraordinary business leaders and establishing a 
record of their achievement is important on so many levels. These individuals 
and their contributions remind us of the constant need for renewal and change 
and the opportunity for economic success. The inductees each year serve as 
role models for our students, those persons just beginning their careers and 
for new entrepreneurs.

Once the Hall of Fame was established, governing guidelines were 
written, a Board of Advisors was created and soon thereafter, nominations 
for the 2011 inaugural year were accepted. It didn’t take long before 17 
phenomenal nominations for the Hall of Fame’s inaugural year had been 
received.

Now in May and June of each year, the Hall of Fame’s Board of Advisors 
solicit for laureate nominations through the Dothan Area Chamber’s monthly 
newsletter and website. Once nominations are closed, the Board of Advisors 
go through a hard and long staking process to select the laureates.

The Dothan Business Hall of Fame is located at the Dothan Area Chamber 
of Commerce in a prominent area so those honored may be seen by Chamber 
members, prospective members, industrial prospects, visitors and the general 
public.



The Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce
and

The Dothan Area Young Professionals

are proud to present

The Dothan Business Hall of Fame

2014 Honorees

Norma Saliba Hanson

Larry G. Blumberg

John A. Conti

Larry C. Register

Dr. Jack L. Sasser
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Program
6:00 - 6:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m. 

6:40 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

7:45 p.m. 

8:30 p.m.

Reception

Welcome
Bob Woodall, Chairman
Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce

Invocation
Dr. Joseph L. Johnson, Pastor
Evergreen Presbyterian Church

Dinner

Past Laureate Recognition
Bob Woodall

Opening Comments
Bob Woodall

Aaron Craig, Chairman
Dothan Area Young Professionals

Induction Ceremony
Bob Woodall
Aaron Craig

Closing Remarks
Bob Woodall



Norma Saliba Hanson
Norma Hanson & Associates

Entrepreneur, businesswoman, community leader, 
visionary, mentor, role model. Add to that list wife, 
mother, sister and friend and you will begin to appreciate 
the dynamic complexity that describes Norma Saliba 
Hanson. 

 
Her professional career began in 1957 when she received the Most Outstanding 

Student Alumni Award at the University of  Alabama. It proved to be just the 
first of  many achievements.  

Earning promotions at the prestigious firm of  Tucker Wayne and Co., co-
founding Slaughter-Hanson, a pre-eminent advertising and design firm based in 
Dothan and Birmingham, or working as an independent consultant -- business 
person and Renaissance woman, Norma Hanson exceeded goals for herself  and 
set new standards for the women and men who followed in her path.  

Later, at a time in life when many professionals think of  retirement, she 
founded Norma Hanson & Associates here in Dothan. Now let’s also add 
“tireless professional” to the list of  descriptors. For the past 50 years, Mrs. 
Hanson has helped to promote companies and organizations throughout the 
Wiregrass. Flowers Hospital, Southeast Alabama Medical Center, Wallace 
Community College, SouthTrust Bank, the City of  Dothan and our own Dothan 
Area Chamber of  Commerce. The list goes on and on.   

At her core, Mrs. Hanson is a communicator who has used her talent to 
teach us the importance of  branding and promotion, and of  telling our story. 
Through her advertising and marketing acumen, the city grew and businesses 
prospered. As a community leader, Mrs. Hanson used those same motivational 
skills to encourage us to build on our strengths and eliminate our weaknesses. It 
is impossible to calculate the hours that she has given to nonprofits and religious 
organizations over the years. 

Mrs. Hanson has spent her life effectively communicating with clients to boost 
their businesses, with community leaders to improve the area’s quality of  life, 
and with those seeking her guidance for professional and personal development. 
Stop by and congratulate her this evening. Without a doubt, you will walk away 
uplifted, reaffirmed and motivated to do something great.  

Norma Hanson cannot help it; she inspires people with every word and every 
gesture. Her greatest gift in business and in life is her natural, unfailing ability to 
coax the very best from each of  us.    



Larry G. Blumberg
Larry Blumberg & Associates 

Larry Graham Blumberg was born in Dothan on June 
19, 1944.  After graduating from Dothan High School, 
Mr. Blumberg attended the University of  Alabama where 
he was President of  his fraternity. He was elected to 
Omicron Delta Kappa, the National Leadership Honor 
Society, and served as President of  Jason’s, a senior men’s honor society.  He 
graduated with a Bachelor of  Arts degree, and then served for nearly a year of  
active duty in the Alabama Air National Guard.  

Mr. Blumberg worked in Atlanta for several years in preparation for a retail 
management career in the family business. Blumberg’s Department Store had 
been founded by his grandfather in 1892, after he emigrated from Lithuania, 
and for many decades, Blumberg’s prospered as a leading Dothan landmark. But 
when Larry Blumberg returned to Blumberg’s in 1970, he envisioned a different 
career path for himself, and promptly sought out a highly-successful shopping 
center developer from Montgomery to help him develop a hotel where the 
Dothan Clarion Inn and Suites is today.  Thus, Larry Blumberg & Associates 
was born.  

Twenty years later, Mr. Blumberg developed the Dothan Fairfield Inn, 
launching the company on the path of  developing numerous Marriott and 
Hilton hotels.  Today, LBA is an award-winning major developer and manager 
of  66 Marriott and Hilton hotels, located in 10 states, and employing over 
2,200 associates.

One of  the philanthropic avenues of  his company is LBA C.A.R.E.S., which 
contributes to initiatives, including Habitat for Humanity projects, in each 
community where a LBA hotel is located.  In addition to Mr. Blumberg’s longtime 
contributions to many Dothan nonprofits, he generously supports the Blumberg 
Family Jewish Community Services. This program sponsors Temple Emanu-El’s 
Family Relocation Project which was established to boost the membership of  his 
congregation. This has garnered national and international publicity for Dothan, 
and has brought 12 families here so far. The BFJCS also sponsors the Blumberg 
Scholar program, a multi-year scholarship for Jewish students at the Alabama 
College of  Osteopathic Medicine.  

A loving husband and father, Mr. Blumberg is married to Laura Becker 
Blumberg, and they have two daughters, Elizabeth and Melissa.

While continuing to be visionary and entrepreneurial in business, Larry 
Blumberg’s steadfast  commitment to being caring and compassionate toward 
others is reflected in his financial support of  projects that help people and 
animals in need.   



John A. Conti
Hedstrom Co.

John Amadio Conti was born Aug. 16, 1909 in 
Calestano, Italy to Mr. and Mrs. Giuseppe Conti. In 
1921, he immigrated to the United States through Ellis 
Island.

At the age of  15, Mr. Conti was employed as a painter 
for Hedstrom, a Massachusetts company that built baby buggies. With a goal 
to learn everything in the manufacturing business, he moved up the ladder as 
the company rapidly grew and expanded.  In 1949, he moved south to get the 
Dothan Hedstrom Union Co. up and operational.

A self-made man and Dothan business pioneer, Mr. Conti rose through the 
ranks to become Vice President of  Hedstrom Co. and General Manager of  the 
Dothan plant.  He not only got the Dothan plant built, he also began to bring 
Dothan into the industrial age. Mr. Conti was instrumental in getting industrial 
gas and water lines needed for factory services and residences. 

“He was deeply involved in everything economic development, he’s done it all. 
He helped sell Dothan and his excitement and passion for his community helped 
convince other companies to come,” states Matt Parker, President of  the Dothan 
Area Chamber of  Commerce.

John Conti served as a director of  the State and the Dothan-Houston County 
Chambers of  Commerce. He was a founding member of  the Bi-Racial Study 
Club and served on the Dothan Personnel Board as a member and chairman for 
18 years. Mr. Conti was on the Board of  Directors of  the Vaughn-Blumberg 
Center, First National and SouthTrust banks, and the Chapman Corp. 

Mr. Conti was a member of  the Dothan Rotary Club and a three-time Paul 
Harris Fellow.  He was the 2001 Man of  the Year for the Arthritis Foundation, 
an Advisor for the Hawk-Houston Boys Club, and an original board member of  
the George Washington Carver Interpretive Museum. His greatest achievement 
he said was his work with the Vaughn-Blumberg Center which helps serve the 
mentally challenged.

In fact, when Mr. Conti saw a need for a local work center, he raised the 
funds to establish one at Vaughn-Blumberg and the John Conti Work Center 
was named in his honor. 

Mr. Conti was also a member of  St. Columba Catholic Church and was a 
Fourth Degree Knight of  the Knights of  Columbus. In 2006, he was inducted 
into the Order of  St. Gregory by Pope Benedict XVI. 

John Conti was a man of  great faith, integrity, moral soundness and was 
exemplary in his relationship with God and every human being. He was a man 
of  justice and fairness.  

Mr. Conti and his wife Betty are the parents of  John F., Bettye Anne, Louise 
and Patty Conti.  John A. Conti passed away in 2007 at the age of  97.



Larry C. Register
Register Realty Co. Inc.

Larry C. Register was born and raised in Dothan, 
Ala. After graduating from Dothan High School, Mr.  
Register entered the U.S. Army and served in Germany 
during the Cold War era of  the 1950s. 

After leaving the military with an Honorable 
Discharge, Mr. Register attended and graduated from 
the University of  Alabama with a degree in business. He became employed 
with the Dothan Area Chamber of  Commerce as the Economic Development 
Officer and helped facilitate the location of  employers such as Akwell (later 
Ansell), Sinnett Lacquer Manufacturing Co. (later Eli Lily Co.), Benthall Peanut 
Equipment and Sunnyland Packing Co.

In 1969, Mr. Register successfully ran for State Senator where he served one 
term before deciding to focus on his business, Register Realty Co. Inc. During 
the 1970s, Register Realty Co.  Inc. became established as a real estate brokerage 
firm as well as a homebuilding and residential development company in and 
around Dothan. 

Mr.  Register well  remembers  the  economic  challenges the industry suffered 
during the downturn of  the 1970s and the subsequent recession and double-digit 
interest rate spikes of  the early 1980s. It was during this period that Register 
Realty Co. Inc. began expanding into the storage business and the acquisition  
and development of  what is now known as American Self  Storage. 

Since that time, Register Realty Co. Inc. has expanded into the realm of  
warehousing and retail development, and has completed projects in several  
southeastern  states.  

From  1985-1989, Mr. Register served as Mayor of  Dothan. After leaving 
office he has continued to serve on multiple boards and participate in community 
projects promoting a higher quality of  life and growth opportunities for the 
residents of  the City of  Dothan.

Larry Register and his wife, Sue Gillis Register, have four children - Brenda, 
Forrest, Betsy and Charles.



Dr. Jack L. Sasser
Wiregrass Rehabilitation Center Inc.

Dr. Jack L. Sasser, Ed.D, has spent his entire life living out 
the Wiregrass Rehabilitation Center’s motto “Connecting 
People. Linking Lives.” Even if  one attempted to count 
each connection -- how many links he has made with 
those in our community in his over half-a-century’s work 
in education and rehabilitation administration -- it would 

be impossible to measure the impact Dr. Sasser has made on the Wiregrass area.

Dr. Sasser began forging those links in the field of  education, serving for 36 
years as a teacher, principal, system administrator, interim Dothan City Schools 
superintendent and adjunct college professor. After retirement, Dr. Sasser 
became the administrator (now President) of  WRC. He nurtured WRC as a 
business with a social purpose, growing a budget of  $1.6 million into $10.5 
million annually. 

Under his guidance, WRC and the Dothan Rotary Children’s Foundation 
raised approximately $1 million in funds to establish an Endowment Fund 
for facilities maintenance, opened a new Work Services Center raising over 
$1 million in less than a year for that project, transformed a former training 
workshop into two thriving retail stores, and received two Section 811 grants for 
housing for individuals with disabilities. 

Additionally, during Dr. Sasser’s tenure, over 18,000 individuals with 
disabilities in the tri-state area have been assisted in overcoming vocational 
barriers and securing employment. For its achievements under Dr. Sasser’s 
leadership, WRC was awarded the Alabama Association of  Rehabilitation 
Facilities 2010 Outstanding Facility of  the Year Award.

Dr. Sasser’s civic role in the community provided more connecting links. 
He is a member and Past President of  the Dothan Rotary Club, a member 
of  the Dothan Area Chamber of  Commerce and a former board member for 
the Community Intensive Treatment Program, Family Guidance Center and 
Covenant Hospice. 

Dr. Sasser is a Rotary Foundation of  Rotary International two-time Paul 
Harris Fellow, the 2010 Alabama Association of  Rehabilitation Facilities 
Outstanding Rehabilitation Professional of  the Year, the Dothan Rotary Club 
2011-12 Rotarian of  the Year and a recipient of  the W. Robert Brown Andalusia 
High School Outstanding Graduate Award.

Dr. Sasser and his wife of  51 years, Arlene, have two daughters and sons-in-
law,  Angie (Mike) Atwell and Shari (Mike) Rawls, and three grandchildren – 
Hudson, Gavin and Raegan.  He is also a member of  Calvary Baptist Church.

According to Dr. Jack Sasser, “The concept that an individual should be 
defined by the goals they reach, by the heights to which they soar, and by what 
they do rather than what they cannot do is advocated each day at WRC.” 



Dothan Business Hall of Fame
Board of Advisors

Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee

Dothan Area Young Professionals Executive Committee

Aaron Craig, Chairman
Five Star Credit Union

David Arrington
Troy University

Daniel Tew
Jackson Thornton

Kelly Hart
Oncology Supply Co. Inc.

Brittan Jones
The Computer Doctor

Ben Wallace
Jackson Thornton

Bob Woodall, Chairman
Bob Woodall Air Care

Systems Inc.

Hope Johnson
Friend Bank

Mark Saliba 
Alfred Saliba Corp.

Jeff Coleman
Coleman World Group

B. Scott Applefield
Winco, LLC dba Bojangles’

Lori Wilcoxon
Wiregrass Commons Mall

Beau Benton
Larry Blumberg & Associates

(LBA Hospitality)

R. Cliff Mendheim
Prim and Mendheim, LLC

Forrest Register
Register Realty Co. Inc.



Dothan Business Hall of Fame

2013 Honorees
John H. (Red) Dove

AAA Cooper Transportation

Morris M. Slingluff
Slingluff United Insurance

Ralph Smith
Lewis-Smith Supply Corp.

2012 Honorees
Eustace E. Bishop, Sr.

Bishop Laundry and Cleaners

William Jesse Forrester
Sanitary Dairy

John H. Glanton, Jr.
Glanton and Son Homebuilding and Real Estate

Harry P. Hall
Dothan Federal Savings and Loan

John Holman Watson
Smith’s Inc. of Dothan



Dothan Business Hall of Fame

2011 Honorees
Agnes D. Simpson

WOOF Radio

G. Mack Dove
AAA Cooper Transportation

Dr. Paul R. Flowers
Flowers Hospital

James W. Grant, III
James Grant Realty

Wallace D. Malone, Sr.
First National Bank

Richmond C. McClintock, Sr.
McClintock & Associates

Alfred J. Saliba
Alfred Saliba Corp.



When we cast our bread upon the waters, 
we can presume that someone downstream

whose face we will never know 

will benefit from our actions, 
as we who are downstream from another 

will profit from the grantor’s gift.

- Maya Angelou

Service
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