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Tax rate comparison shows Dothan residents
have some of the lowest rates in Alabama

Debbie Ingram,
dingram@dothdgieagleonr

Jax rates in Dothan
“The'city Hiost comparable to Dothan is Decatur.
The tax rates compare as follows:
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property taxes in the state,
is one of the few municipali-
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up and is cumparable or
below other cities in other
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so when we have sports
activities, people find it
cheaper to stay here; and we
don't have a garbage fee”
Palmer said finance worl-
ers dnnually compare the
data as part of City Manager
Mike  West's  Capital
Improvement  Program.
Nineteen other cities are
looked at, some hecause

they are of comparable size.

to Dothan, others because
they are near Dothan, and

others are included as large.

metropolitan areas:

There are seven cities
which have no garbage fees,
ineluding Dothag, but all
have higher property tax
rates than Dothan. For
example, Homewood has a
millage rate of. 75 and
Maobile's is 56.5 mills. Birm-
ingham is 41.3. Other cities
without garbage fees are
Hoover, Mountain. Brook
and Vestavia Hills, all of
which have some of the high-

est property taxes in the !
state. -

Dothan's 33-mill rate was
lower than any of the other
cities. Neighbors Enterprise
and Ozark have millage
rates of 43.5 and 50, respec-
tively. Florence and Gads-
den are both 49 and Auburn
and Opelika are 54.
Tuscaloosa is 51.5. Those
closest to Dothan are
Huntsville (35) and Mont-
gomery (34.5).

The highest sales tax rate
among the cities is 10 per-
cent, which is the rate in
three cities. Ten other cities
share Dothan’s 9 percent,
rate. In Mobile, prepared
foodt s taxed at 10 percent
and-other goods are taxed at
9 pereent. .

Dothan is the only city
that has a flat-rate business
license fee structure. Most
have a combination flat rate
plus a percentage of gross
receipts.

Ladging taxes range from
a low of 7 percent in Birm-
ingham, Hoover, and Ves-
tavia Hills, to a high of 14
percent in Homewood and
Mountain Brook.
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